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: ”i:ifDenms Cont1 g coordmatlon of the Amerlcan ".° -

~7"Assouat|on of Varlable Star Observers (AAVSO) e "
e amateur observations i In support of a major: Hubble - -
a0 A Study of 15 exoplanets IS, mentloned on page 70 of e

P the Aprll 2017 edltlon of Sky and Telescope

" Dennis, who i chalrman of the AAVSO Ez<0|0|a”et g
~ Section, will be speaking to us at the May meeting -

' about Exoplanet Detectlon V|a I\/Ilcrolensmg



Upcomrng Events s |

March 22nd 26th Chaos Sprlngs 5

-~ party, Alpha Ridge Park. .

March 25th I\/Iembers only star

*4 April 8th - Publrc star party Alpha-"',

~ Ridge Park. o e
Aprll 12th Yurl s nght RNC



nght Sky Summary

R Sun JS at Sprlng equmox at 6:28am on March 20th.

"Moon 10 Mar 20| ‘@ Mar 280 Apr 3 OApr 11|

'Best earthshme view is around Mar 31

» Planets Venus IS jUSt endlng an evenmg apparltlon and becomes a .

3 mornlng object March:25th.'Look for-it to brighten during the next

‘month and rise earlier each mornlng It appears as.a waxing crescent -

. decreasmg in apparent srze F|nd Mars contlnumg to hang onin the

------

~.quickly becomlng mare favorably pIaced for evenmg vrewrng Saturn isa.

-mornlng obJect rising shortIy after dawn headed toward opposmon in .

. June.

' -‘Constellatlons Cancer, Leo and Ursa Major are near the zenlth at
sunset. ' '



Observmg Challenge

BI da|Iy Observatlons of Venus

| Venus reaches |nfer|or conJunctlon on March 25t 35 |t ends its % |
e r.present evenlng apparition, and passes into the mornlng sky

On th|s particular conjunction, Venus will be near its maX|mum',
~ 76C|IptIC latitude, meaningthat it-will be about 8- degrees north |
.- of the sun. In this conflguratlon bi-daily;: or mornlng and

~ evening of the same day, observatlons of Venus are pOSSIb|e
withift a few days of the conjunctlon Look for |t about 30-
~minutes before or after sunset. T A

"o ,'Look for remlnders that this opportunlty is comlng, get out and_'__
" observe, and look for a call for your observatlons JUSt prlor to
the Aprtl meetlng 5



7' Educatron Publrc Outreach and Research at a
WS e Small Observatory I

- Ellzabeth Warner
"7“* Dlrector UMD Observatory

*



Member’s astrophotos
and sketches



MV1_0196




Herman Heyn, Comet Bennett, April 5, 1970
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M78 (NGC 2068)

Emission & Reflection Nebula

Constellation: Orion
Magnitude: 8.0

Distance: 1,630 Ly.
Telescope: 110mm Refractor
Eyepiece: 8mm Delos

Magnification: 96x
Field of View: 1.1 degrees

Drawing by Richard Orr
Location: Alpha Ridge Park
Date: February 26,2017
Time: 7:30 PM EST
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Ie 443 Jellyﬁsh Nebula
8".f/4 ReflectOr 3 Comma Corre.ctor
8300 CCD Ha OII. RGB 6. 8 Hours
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WD-1145 Observations:
April 6-May 31, 2016 by Mario Motta

From
Sky & Telescope
April, 2017




WD-1145 Observation:
February 18, 2017 by Dennis Conti

Canti (Clear, 240 sec)
WD1145+017 UCT2017-02-18

« el fux_T1 (RMS=0.0947 4) (nomalized)

Barycentric Julian Date (TDB) mid-exposure)



Trapezium in M42
Mike Krauss (mostly) and Jim Johnson

HALO/Watson Telescope with QHY5111290C
February 26, 2017



Special Topic

HAL Star Party Etiquette



-Iefere you Ieave home

| Pack everythlng that you need

Batterles cables, eyepleces tools camera(s) red Ilghtf”‘: ) x

~« Dress for the weather

L ' More layers of clothlng than you thlnk you 11 need
~ Bring snacks/drinks . -
L +Have an observatlon/photogxaphy



¥2 _2'3 A
)\ 3 ‘

ConS|der the type of star party
¥ .'Publ ic

oy —Scopes set up by members to share vrews wrth the publrc %
T, s and: other members - 5 BN
Members Only
" —Amember benefit |
—Members usuaIIy pursue personal

" +observing/astrophotography programs
—Scopes may or may not be avarlable for shanng vrews

-+ Impromptu o
. —When that rare clearsky popS UIO'

<—Members only - S A o
—Look for keyholder announcement (members |f opted |n) &



B -.

S8 wad «

~'-"0nce you arrive.,

Select a space that works for you

s —Alpha Ridge vs. Carrs Mill -

- ~What do you want to observe’? e
“—Near the entrance if leaving early -
_-—With people or on aquietedge

Turn off/cover trunk and door Ilghtsf,'_-"”

“Thke advantage of the remalnmg
- daylight to set up L

- Take some time to. get to know the e

people around you



'-"the |t gets dark

'jéi‘fi’.;—_EnJoy that rare cIear sky that you have Walteol so £
e ,_,Enjoy the company of Irke mmded amateur
~ astronomers - : TR e

—Conversation is always Welcome but Ioud norse can be et
dlstractmg ~ e ,

s 8, Protect your ne1ghbors nlght Vlslon w1th red
~lights/screen covers - R S
Refram from runnmg automoblle engmes unt|I

B you are. Ieavmg | SR



'--When |t |s tlme to Ieave

’7’”‘35‘__};Part|es generally end at 11pm

i | ‘--'—Host S dlscretlon w111 announce b | e

',”'-_._,_I\/Iamtam red light d|SC|pI|ne of others
- are still observmg, XCEPLAT e a2

~* Turnon headlights when drlvmg out

<+ "_Required for safety reasons. - :

. o=let observers around you know so that they can cover up
_ -as needed »

‘H Do not Ieave cars |n the park' 1] '



I\/Iost |mportantly

S . Jlm |sm 85% of Ilfe IS showmg up

Enjoy your evenlng AN N
~ = - Star parties can be a heckuva Iot of T e

e Enjoy sharing astronomy with others

*+Rewarding - ‘you’re hooked the ﬁrst tlme “chat you amaze a
youngster' AT I M AR e it G T



Astronomy Humor

You I\/Iatter

Unless you multrply yourself by the speed of Irght
pEs squared Then of course | '

You Energy

E mo2



Thank YeuI

': ‘_‘”"'Next rnonth’s meetmg is on Thursday,'.'. ~;'
Ty Aprll 20th 2017 7 PI\/I

Dr Adam Szabo

f Chlef of NASA Goddard Space Fllght Centers .
Helrospherrc Phyrcs Labratory+ ;R

The Earth and Solar Wrnd Scrence Observatrons of-ii- ':
| | the DSCOVR I\/Irssron oo bt 8 |



